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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

A system for customizing ^official postal product, 




rmpnsing: 

a central authorizing computer system for communicating with at 
least one remote ordering systemwer a communication network, said central 
authorizing computer system having a computer program for forwarding 
information to said a>ieast one remote ordering system for allowing customizing 
of an official postal product from said at least one remote ordering system. 

2. A system according to claim 1 wherein said at least one 
remote ordering system comprises a microprocessor having communication 
software. 




3. A system according to Blairtk2 wherein said at least one 
remote ordering system comprises a persopal computer. 

^j^b^^*^ 4. A system According to claim 1 wherein said information 
includes instructions on how to modify an irpage for use on a postal product or for 
ordering said customized official postal product. 



5. A system ac 
includes a list of official postal pro 





to claim 1 wherein said information 
selections. 



6. A system according to cJ-aTm 1 wherein said information 
memoes a list of acceptable criteria for iprage content of images that can be used 
on said custom official postal prodj 



7. A ^ystem according to claim 1 wherein said information 
includes a selection ^rienu for allowing selection of a prestored image for use on 
said custom postage. 
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8. A system according to claim 1 wherein said/computer 
program allows the uploading of a custom image from said remoie ordering 
system. 

9. A system according to claim 7 wherein said computer 
program further includes means for allowing customizing of said prestored image 
at said at least one remote ordering system. 

10. A system according to claim 8 wherein said computer 
program further includes means for customizing of said-custom image. 



11. A system according/to claind 9*wherein said customizing of 
said prestored image includes the capabim^o/sejh^rig^ and/or modifying the 
shape, size, color, or orientation of said prestored image. 



12. A system according to claim 10 wherein said customizing 
of said custom image includes the capability of selecting and/or modifying the 
shape, size, color, or orientation of said custom image. 

13. A system accordir/g to claim 9 wherein said customizing of 
said prestored image further includes the providing of text on said custom postage. 

14. A system according to claim 9 wherein said customizing of 
said custom image further includes trie providing of text on said custom postage. 



15. A system according to claim 1 wherein said information 
further includes providing a selection of a denomination from a predefined 
schedule of postal rates for said custom postage. 
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16. A system according to claim 15 wherem said computer 
program includes automatic means for modifying said selection of a denomination 
in accordance with revised postal rates. 

17. A system according to claim 1 wherein said information 
includes an electronic order form for completion at said remote ordering system 
and electronically returning to said central authorizing computer system. 



18. A system according to claim y^whefein said computer 
program provides notification to said at least one re/note ordering system when an 
order on said order form has been properly or impnbperly filled in. 

[9. A system acrording to claim 1 8 wherein said order form 
included means for providing pa yment for said custom postage. 




20. A system according to /claim 17 wherein said order form 
includes information regarding contact meanjs for allowing contacting of the 
originator of the order. 



21. A system according 
includes one of the following: phone number 

22. A system accordin 
program further includes means for creating 




A system accordingMo 



claim 17 wherein said means 
dress, e-mail address. 




aim 1 wherein said computer 
a receipt of said order form. 



lim 22 wherein said receipt 



includes one or more of the following: customer order identification, order 
information, facsimile of the image to be used on the custom postage. 
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24. A system according to claim 8 wherein said computer 
yxprogram further comprises means for n Dtifying said remote ordering system that 
the custom image submitted has been e uthorized for use on said custom postage. 



25. A system according to claim 24 wherein said authorization 
system comprises a verification computer system foy enteimgbf an identification 
number provided by said receipt for verifying acceritancp orxfejection of the order. 

^J^Q^^-^ A system according to claim 1 further comprising a printing 

cjsvice for printing said custom postal product by said authorizing computer 
system. 



27. A system af^rding to claim 26 wherein said postal product 
is a postage stamp, postcard, or^vplope. 



28. A system according t 
custom image is combined with a prestored 





8 wherein a portion of the 



29. A system according lo claim 6 further comprising means for 



manipulation of the image for use on saijf official postal product. 

30. A system according to claim 29 wherein said means for 
manipulation of said image comprises at 1< iast one selection button for 
incrementally moving the image a predetei mined incremental amount in at least 
one direction. 



31. A system according 
amount comprises an amount from about 1 
image. / 




0 wherein said incremental 
ut 5% of the size of said 
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32. A method for ordering custom postage having a customized 
image thereon, comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a central authorizing computer system for 
communication with at least one rerpote ordering system over a communication 
network; and 

b) providing sail central authorizing computer system with a 
computer program for providing in/formation to said at least one remote ordering 
system for allowing ordering of custom postage from said at least one remote 
ordering system. 



of: 



33. A method according to claim 32 further comprising the step 



ordering of said custom postage at said at least one remote ordering 



system based on instructions and selections provided by central authorizing 
computer system. 



34. A method according to cLaim 33 wherein said various 
instructions and/or selections includes an electronic order form, further comprising 
the step of: 

filling out said electronic ordqr form and electronically returning 
said electronic order form to said central authorizing computer system. 



of: 



35. A method according, to (claim 34 further comprising the step 



providing an electronic receipt to said at least one remote ordering 
system by said central authorizing computer system. 



36. A method according to claim 35 wherein said electronic 
receiprinc hides one or more of the following: customer order identification, order 
information, facsimile of the image to be/ised on the customized postage. 



V 
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37. A method according to claim 32 further comprising the step 



of: 



reviewing a custom image at said remote computer system prior to 
uploading said custom image to said central /authorizing computer system. 



of: 




38. A method according jto ct&mSp. further providing the step 



uploading a custom image pom said remote ordering system to 
said central authorizing computer system. 

A method according to claim 38 further comprising the step 

obtaining approval to use said image on said custom postage from 
said central authorizing computer system. 
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40. A method according to claim 39 further comprising the step 



of: 



printing said custom oostage in accordance with said electron order 
form after obtaining approval from said central authorizing computer system. 



41 . A method according to claim 39 further comprising the step 



of: 



accessing said central autJ io(nz4ng computer to determine if 
approval to use said image has been obta ned. 

^"^^n^^^ 42. A computer software produc^for use in ordering custom 
postage, comprising a computer readable storage medium having a computer 
program for use in a central authorizing computer system capable of 
communication with at least one remote/frdering system over a communication 



network, said computer software produci which when loaded into authorizing 
computer system causes the authorizing computer system to perform the step of: 

providing said central authorizing computer system with a 
computer program for forwarding infoi mation to said at least one remote ordering 
system for allowing ordering of custorp postage from said at least one remote 
ordering system. 

43. A computer software product according to claim 42 wherein 
Q> the computer software product further causes the computer to perform the 
additional step of: 

ordering of said cufetom postage at said at least one remote ordering 
system based on instructions and/selections provided by central authorizing 
computer system. 





44. A computer software 
said computer software product further causes 
additional step of: 

providing an electronic rece pt 



roduct according to claim 43 wherein 
omputer to perform the 




d at least one remote ordering 



system by said central authorizing computer system. 

-45. A computer software product according to claim 42 wherein 
iputer software product further causes the computer to perform the 
'additional step of: 

allowing said remote computer system to customize images for use 
in official postal products. 



46. A computer software product according to claim 44 wherein 



said electronic receipt includes one 



or more of the following: customer order 



identification, order information, facsimile of the image to be used on the 
customized postage. 
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47. A computer software p/oduct according to claim 42 wherein 
the computer software product further causers tlje>computer to perform the 
additional step of: 

reviewing a custom image/at ^aidj^mote computer system prior to 
uploading said custom image to said central authorizing computer system. 
<v 

48. A computer software product according to claim 42 wherein 




le computer software product further f auses the computer to perform the 
additional step of: 

uploading a custom imkge from said remote ordering system to 
said central authorizing computer system in order to obtain approval to use said 
image on said customized postage. 



49. A system for /ordering customized postage, comprising: 
a central authorizing computer system for communicating with at 
least one remote ordering system ewer a communication network, said central 
authorizing computer system having a computer program for forwarding 
information to said at least one remote ordering system for allowing custom 
modification of an image for use on postage. 



50. A system 



comprising: 



a central authorizi ng computer system for communicating with at 



>r customizing an official postal product, 



least one remote ordering systen over a communication network, said central 
authorizing computer system ha 1 'ing a computer program for forwarding 
information to said at least one remote ordering system for allowing customizing 
of an official postal product from said at least one remote ordering system, and 
means for manipulation of the image for use on said official postal product. 



51. 
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A system according to claim fiO 



arein said means for 
manipulation of said image comprises at least one/seL&Soh button for 
incrementally moving the image a predetermine^ incremental amount in at least 
one direction. 

52. A system for customizing an official postal product, 

ompnsing: 

a central authorizing/computer system for communicating with at 
least one remote ordering systepff over a communication network, said central 
authorizing computer system having a computer program for forwarding 
information to said at teast one remote ordering system for allowing customizing 
of an official postaJ'product from said at least one remote ordering system, means 
for manipulation of the image for use on said official postal product and means for 
producing sm order receipt for order of a postal product, said receipt having a 
identification bar code thereon. 




53. 



A system according, to claim 52 wherein said system further 

includes a reader for reading said ideWiWtion bar code so as to provide the status 




of said order. 



54. A system for customizing an official postal product, 

rising: 

a central authorizing computet system for communicating with at 
least one remote ordering system over a cornmunication network, said central 
authorizing computer system having a computer program for forwarding 
information to said at least one remote ordering system for allowing customizing 
of an official postal product from said at least one remote ordering system, said 
central authorizing computer system having at least one prestored image that can 
be used in a custom official postal product, means for manipulation or use of at 



4 
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least a portion of the prestored image for use on said custom^ 
product. 



icial postal 



55. 



A system for customizing an«f#6faJ^>ostal product, 




comprising: 

a central authorizing computer system for communicating with at 
least one remote ordering system ^er a communication network, said central 
authorizing computer system having a computer program for forwarding 
information to said at leastone remote ordering system for allowing customizing 
of an official postal product from said at least one remote ordering system, said 
central authorizing computer system having at least one prestored image that can 
be used in ay^fustom official postal product, means for use of at least a portion of 
the pressed image for use on said custom official postal product thereby 
eliminating the need to obtain content approval before producing of said official 
stal product. 



